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NEW FRONTIER: Twins
Sienna, left, and Lilly Ward
give each other a huge
hug to celebrate the start
of their school education,
which starts today. The
Horsham five-year-olds,
attending Horsham West
Primary School, are
among the latest crop
of youngsters across
the region and beyond
venturing into a new world
of learning. Picture: PAUL
CARRACHER

Gold still in future
G

BY DEAN LAWSON

old might again play a major
role in the future prosperity of Stawell if exploration for
the precious metal in the region
continues to produce promising
results.

While authorities are working with
the business community to counteract
the effect of Stawell Gold Mine ceasing operations, exploration company
Navarre Minerals has been discovering gold at its nearby Irvine prospect.
Navarre Minerals managing director
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Geoff McDermott said the hunt had
intensified for a primary ore body
after discovery of a new gold-reef
system at the prospect, about 15 kilometres south of Stawell.
“If you can imagine these deposits
like spots on a dog, we’ve found a
large spot. What we’re looking for
now is the dog,” he said.
Mr McDermott said if the company
could locate the ore body, the potential
would be significant for Stawell.
He added that the years developing
a potential new mine might be sig-

nificantly less than usual because of
nearby infrastructure.
“It would make sense to deliver
the raw product to the existing plant
at Stawell on a duplicated Western
Highway and to use a workforce that
knows how to operate the equipment,”
he said.
“The mill at Stawell is tailor-made
for the type of mineralisation we are
finding so it is a perfect fit.
“Kirkland Lake Gold at Stawell
Gold Mine is also our largest shareholder, which is significant.

“A lot of traditional time-consuming
hurdles that would usually need to be
overcome are already in place.
“This means any discovery at Irvine
would result in a shorter time for it
coming into production.
“Generally it can take between seven
and 10 years for a mine to go into
production. I’m estimating for Irvine
we might be able to take two years off
that time.”
The Irvine prospect is part of the
company’s Stawell Corridor Gold
Project. Drilling results completed in

December revealed a new reef system
similar in geology and style of mineralisation to Magdala Gold Mine.
A drilling program is set to continue
in February-March as part of the State
Government’s Target Minerals Exploration Initiative.
The Stawell Corridor Gold Project,
between 10 and 70 kilometres southeast of Stawell Gold Mine, involves
two exploration licences – Tatyoon
and Ararat – and includes historic
Ararat Goldfield.
Continued page 3
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Weather radar project on schedule
F
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armers, emergency services and
communities across the Wimmera and Mallee are on schedule
to have access to real-time weather
information next year.

Researchers from the Bureau of Meteorology are busy assessing sites for
a new multi-million-dollar weather-radar station designed to fill a ‘black
hole’ weather-forecasting region between Mildura and Mt Gambier.
The bureau is considering sites nominated by Wimmera Development As-

sociation, with instructions to install
the radar ‘by the earliest achievable
date’.
The bureau has confirmed the project is on target to achieve its commissioning date of 2018.
Member for Mallee Andrew Broad,
House of Representatives Environment Committee chair, was confident
farmers in particular would make the
most of real-time weather forecasting.
“The government commitment and
finances are there so it’s all happening,
and when it does, Wimmera people
will have access to the most accu-

rate weather-forecasting information
available,” he said.
“There are a lot of advantages in
having accurate real-time weather
forecasts and the business case for
the project outlined how the return on
investment would be significant.”
The radar will help broadacre farmers
across a vast section of Victoria plan
time-critical activities, such as fertiliser and herbicide applications, reducing
costs and increasing productivity, and
in turn regional economic benefits.
The Wimmera Doppler Weather Radar Project will also benefit other

sectors that rely heavily on weather
forecasting, such as emergency and
environmental services.
“It will be very good, particularly in
growing high-value cash crops such as
pulses. There are a lot of advantages,”
Mr Broad said.
“I’m always amazed how our growers find ways to drive productivity.
Real-time weather information will
play a key role in this. They’re pretty
innovative our mob.”
The bureau is working with the State
Government and Wimmera Development Association on the project.

SMOOTH SAILING:
Kassidy Blair paddles
her way down
Horsham Aquatic
Centre’s indoor pool
during an Australia
Day pool party.
The event included
music, games,
competitions, a Zorb
ball and an inflatable
slide and obstacle
course. Horsham
YMCA Community
Committee runs the
pool party annually
on January 26 to
raise money for the
YMCA’s Open Doors
Foundation. The
foundation sponsors
singles and families
to use Horsham
Aquatic Centre
services. Picture:
PAUL CARRACHER

Gold still in future

Advocacy group seeks members

From page 1
The Irvine prospect occupies the northern end of Ararat
Goldfield, estimated to have produced about a million
ounces of gold, mainly from alluvial and deep-lead production between 1854 to 1925.
Production of primary hard-rock gold from Ararat Goldfield was relatively low given the richness of the alluvial
deposits, in contrast with Stawell Goldfield. This is one of
the reasons why Navarre Minerals is searching for primary
gold mineralisation near the richest alluvial gold deposits.
Ararat and Stawell have produced about 6-million
ounces of gold. Kirkland Lake Gold announced in midDecember it had stopped mining at Stawell Gold Mine and
would cut 150 jobs as the mine started a transition into a
‘care and maintenance’ phase.
It added it would continue underground exploration
drilling and environmental monitoring and keep a mill and
pumps in operational condition to ensure the possibility of
resuming operations.
In response, Northern Grampians Shire Council, Regional Development Victoria and Ace Radio joined forces
to create a Jobs For Stawell project.

A Grampians disAbility Advocacy Wimmera group is on the hunt
for new members to strengthen the group’s capacity to bring
about positive change.
The group meets four times a
year in Horsham, with the aim to
improve the local environment
for people with disabilities.
Members have a lived experience of disability, care for a
person with a disability or work
in the disability sector.
Group facilitator and advocate
Trudy Joyce said a core group
of dedicated, committed and talented people were on board, but
members would like to invite
anyone else in Horsham or the
surrounding district to join them
to find out more.
The group also informs Gram-
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pians disAbility Advocacy Board
about issues that affect people
with disabilities living in Horsham and the wider Wimmera.
Executive officer Deborah Verdon said Grampians disAbility
Advocacy provided advocacy
support from Bacchus Marsh to
the South Australian border.
“It’s very important that the
board and management stays in
touch with the things that matter
to people living in Horsham and
beyond,” she said.
Anyone interested in joining
the Wimmera Regional Advisory
Group of Grampians advocacy
can call the Horsham office on
5381 2400, toll free number 1800
552 272 or email gdaah@bigpond.net.au

www.theweeklyadvertiser.com.au

The State Government has committed $5-million to capital costs of the
project and the Federal Government
is providing $3.2-million to cover
commissioning and annual operating
and maintenance costs.
Wimmera Development Association
developed the business case.
The radar station represents one of
the many concepts the association
had, or is exploring, for the region.
Association executive director Ralph
Kenyon predicted the site of the radar
station to be somewhere bordering the
Wimmera and southern Mallee.

Fiesta Friday returns
Nhill’s fourth annual Fiesta Friday program starts this week, with
organisers adopting a rock and roll theme for the first event.
Nhill Lake Reserve will be a hive of activity each Friday evening
for the month of February. Events will include music, food, dancing, children’s entertainment and art.
‘Pete Daffy and his Rockabilly Boys’ are the feature artists this
week, with support from several regional groups and artists.
The food area will offer a variety of options, including vegetarian,
Asian and Indian menus, a barbecue, ice cream, coffee and sweet
treats. Children will be well catered for with a teddy bear’s picnic,
sand mountain and jumping castle.
‘Yarn bombing’ of trees at the reserve is a new addition to the
festivities this year. Everyone is welcome to join in decorating.
A display of floating sculptures created by regional artists and
school children will feature on the lake at night.
Entry is $5 for adults, while children under 15 can participate for
free. People can call Pauline on 0488 911 634 for more information.

Friday, Feb 3 @ 7pm
16 Dimboola Rd, Horsham
Ph 5382 1162
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