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Celebrating Stawell’s Golden Gifts
One of Stawell’s
busiest couples
MICHELLE DE’LISLE
STAWELL - There is a lot in
Stawell that has benefited from the
hard work and dedication of Don and
Ruby Webb.
Don, who is 82 in February and
Ruby, 77 are, despite their advanced
years, one of Stawell’s busiest
couples.
The pair, who were both born in
Stawell at Sister Davies Hospital,
are well known for their contribution to the community, whether it
be through their work with the local
Lions Club, men’s and ladies Probus
Clubs, or the Stawell Bowling Club,
just to name a few.
Don and Ruby Webb have been
married for 58 years and lived in the
same house for 57. They have two
children, Kevin and Julie.
Don worked at Australia Post in
Stawell for 44 years, while Ruby
worked as a school secretary
including Stawell West, Stawell
High School and Stawell Technical
School.
As well as working at the Post
Office, Don joined the local council
at the age of 40 and later on, became
mayor of Stawell.
He was in the mayor’s role in 1981
when Stawell Gold Mines restarted
its exploration, and turned the first
sod at the mine reopening.
Don also oversaw the building of
what is now known as the Stawell
Leisure Complex, including the
indoor pool and also oversaw the
transition of Main Street into the
Gold Reef Mall.
He speaks fondly of his time on the
council and as the town’s mayor.
Don has been a Justice of the
Peace for 33 years, was on the Stawell
Harness Racing Club committee for
20 years, and both he and Ruby are
life members of Probus.
The pair were president of the men’s
and ladies Probus Clubs at the same
time, and together were involved
with the Grampians Community
Car program, an unfunded, not for
profit service which uses volunteer
car drivers to provide community
transport solutions for people living

in Stawell and surrounding areas.
The tireless work of the couple
hasn’t gone unnoticed, particularly
Don’s contribution to the town
through council and also his role on
the water board.
Don received an Order of Australia
Medal in 2004 for his contribution to
Local Government in the Grampians
region and just last year, received
a senior achievement award at
Government House.
The pair spoke of their motivation
behind their work over the years.
“I suppose I just felt to live in the
community, you had to contribute
what you can. You’re not looking for
rewards, you get out what you put
in,” Don said.
“Once you start, it’s really good
to keep up. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
it all and have made some lifelong
friends,” Ruby added.
When asked if Stawell can be
improved, Don said it was important for local communities to work
together.
“It’s better to improve on population numbers,” Don said.
“A big challenge is industry and
cheap labour in Asia. We’ve got to
concentrate on what we’re good at
and Ararat and Stawell must work
together.
“A lot of Stawell people work at
the Ararat Prison and people from
Ararat work at the mine or the abs
(abattoirs). We must look at the big
picture.”
Don said he had his opportunities
to leave Stawell through his work
with Australia Post, but both he and
Ruby are glad he decided to stay in
Stawell.
“We’re very happy we chose to
build our future in Stawell,” Ruby
said.
“As our son Kevin, who lives in the
USA says: ‘It was a great place to
grow up, get an education and a great
place to retire.”
“I have loved and enjoyed all I have
been involved with and all the great
people I have met along the way.”

“Celebrating Stawell’s Golden Gifts” is a series
of six stories that will be featured in The Stawell
Times News over the 2013-14 festive season.
This special column sees Michelle De’Lisle interview a number of Stawell’s prominent residents
and characters who are passionate about the town
and who have made significant contributions to the
very fabric of this society over a number of years.
This series is brought to you by Navarre Minerals,
who are proud to be part of the Stawell community.
Interested in being featured or would like to
contribute to “Celebrating Stawell’s Golden
Gifts?” Please contact Michelle De’Lisle on 0400
918 252 or e-mail mdelisle24@yahoo.com.au.

One of Stawell’s busiest couples, Don and Ruby Webb during a rare moment of relaxation. The couple
commit countless hours to volunteering in the Stawell community.
Picture: MICHELLE DE’LISLE.

Geophysics survey
undertaken in Miga Arc
STAWELL - Stawell based
exploration company, Navarre
Minerals Limited has launched
its 2013 summer field season.
The season was launched
with an Induced Polarisation
geophysics (IP) survey over the
Eclipse copper-gold porphyry
prospect in the emerging Miga
Arc region in western Victoria.
The aim of the survey is
to delineate copper and gold
mineralisation associated with
a predicted porphyry occurrence
beneath a surface footprint of
1,000 metres by 500 metres. The
IP survey follows up significant alteration intersected
in Navarre’s initial drilling
program at Eclipse.
“Assay results from our initial

drill hole on the Eclipse prospect
in 2010 were highly encouraging,”
Navarre’s Managing Director,
Geoff McDermott said.
“Diamond drill hole
DD10BR001 encountered significant hydrothermal alteration
assaying 276.1m at 0.3% Zn and
0.1g Au/t from 1.3m to end of hole,
which we interpret as an outer
halo to a potential porphyry
copper and gold deposit.”
The Eclipse prospect is
one of four porphyry targets
identified by Navarre within its
100%-owned Western Victoria
Copper Project.
The Project captures multiple, largely untested targets
in 130 kilometres of Miga Arc
volcanics . The Miga Arc is now

recognised as a continental
margin arc setting like the
Andes in South America, host
to the world’s largest known
copper porphyry systems.
The Eclipse prospect is
mostly covered by a layer of
sandstone which has concealed
the porphyry target area from
previous exploration.
The IP survey is expected
to help determine the extent,
geometry and trend of the
sub-surface mineralisation.
The results of the IP survey
will inform target selection
for the next phase of drilling
planned to commence in the first
quarter of 2014.
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