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New technology
in gold discovery
STAWELL - Victorian-focused exploration
company Navarre Minerals Limited has successfully used leading edge geophysics to identify
potential quartz reef drill targets under cover at
its 100%-owned Bendigo North Gold Project.
Navarre elected to trial this technology as a
follow-up to recent air-core drilling success at the
west Tandarra prospect, 40 kilometres north of the
Bendigo Goldfield.
“The quartz reefs identified through recent
air-core drilling are the ongoing target of our
Bendigo North exploration program, but we wanted
a methodology to better target our follow up drilling to reduce time and cost to discovery,” Navarre
Managing Director, Geoff McDermott, said
“The electrical geophysical surveying method
detected the location and depth of a known quartz
reef hidden beneath shallow cover of the younger
Murray Basin sediments when the survey was run
across the discovery drill holes.
“We have since expanded the survey over a 900m
by 700m test area immediately to the north of the
discovery holes at west Tandarra.
“The geophysics seems to show continuity of a
least three subparallel mineralised quartz reefs
over the 900m strike test area. We will now test this
with drilling.”
If the drilling results are successful, the geophysics is likely to be expanded into other areas within
the exploration licence (approximately 144 square
kilometres.
The success of the geophysics program could
Continued page 2.

Jeremy Joiner at Brambuk Aboriginal Cultural Centre in Halls Gap, is pictured giving a boomerang throwing lesson to Bridget
Diviny, aged six, from East Malvern. Bridget’s family planned to spend three days in Halls Gap but were having such a great time
decided to stay for an extra day.
Picture: KERRI KINGSTON.
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Farmers feel burden
ARARAT - An Ararat Rural City resident has
accused Council of reneging on a motion adopted
last year to progressively introduce a municipal
charge, which would have had the effect of easing
the rate burden on the farming community.
Wickliffe farmer David Hucker was one of only
two residents to provide submissions in relation
to the draft 2011/2012 budget adopted by Council
at its June meeting, which proposed to keep the
municipal rate at $80, and asked to speak to his
submission at a special meeting of council last
week.
The introduction of a differential rating
strategy last May caused widespread outrage and
debate in the community.
The strategy proposed a farm rate of 0.6 in
2010-2011 and a municipal charge of $80; 0.525 in
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2011-2012 and a municipal charge of $120; and in
2012-13 a farm rate of 0.45 and a municipal charge
of $150.
After receiving more than 300 submissions on
the Rating Strategy, Council moved to review the
strategy and as a result of that review the draft
budget adopted this year proposed a farm rate of
0.525, but retaining last year’s municipal charge
of $80.
“What we’re most concerned about is that the
municipal charge is to remain at $80 this year
according to draft budget,” Mr Hucker said.
“The reason we’re concerned about it is under
current rules of local government the only things
that can be altered are the differential rating
system at a ratio of one to four and the municipal
charge up to a maximum of 20 percent of total
rates collected.
“So when the motion was taken last year it
was taken on the basis that this would see the
progressive reduction in rating for the farming
community, which at that time was paying eight
times the rate of non farming persons. This year,
the second year of strategy that was agreed to
last May, will still leave the farming community
paying five times as much as the non farming
members of this community.
“So even though the municipal charge remains
at $80 rather than going to $120 as agreed to in the
strategy last year, it does mean a relative increase
in rates for farming community members of $150,
not an insignificant amount in terms of rates, I
put to council.”
Mr Hucker said the longer term effect of this is
if the municipal charge doesn’t jump markedly
next year it would mean falling behind on the slow
progressive reduction of the farm rates towards an
equitable rating strategy.
“In the longer term if we’re looking to get
somewhere near an equitable rating strategy...
we’ll eventually have to have a very large increase
in the municipal charge. Because we can’t go below
a 0.375 for the farm differential rate, so even if we
get to 0.375 the municipal charge, very roughly,
could be levelled at somewhere the likes of $350.
That would still leave the farming community
paying a much larger proportion of rates than the
non farming community.

Location of geophysical survey test area showing interpreted shallow quartz
reefs within anticlinal folds and maximum gold assay values from all drilling.
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gets tough
the tough
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“It is well documented that brands that increase advertising
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New technology
used in gold find
From page 1.
reduce the time and cost of defining a potential
maiden mineral resource through improved drill
targeting and rapid definition of multiple quartz
reef structures.
“Unlike the outcropping quartz reefs discovered
in the Bendigo and Ballarat goldfields 160 years ago,
the gold bearing quartz reefs of west Tandarra were
not previously identified and exploited because
they were hidden from view under a thin veneer of
recent sediments,” Mr McDermott said.
“New and innovative exploration techniques
such as geophysics are likely to herald the next
generation of Greenfield gold discoveries under
cover in Victoria..
Navarre expects to commence a 2,000 metre
air-core drilling program in early August to
confirm interpretation of the geophysics.
Following completion of this program, Navarre
intends to design a major program of geophysics
and drilling scheduled for later in the year. Details
will be announced when drilling contracts and
permitting aspects have been finalised.
Navarre is a Victorian based explorer with four
main exploration projects in central and western
Victoria with the potential for large gold and
copper-gold-zinc deposits.

Youngsters up
close with ponies
STAWELL - Taylors Gully Children’s Centre
attendees recently got up close and personal with
miniature ponies.
Early childhood educator, Kayla Spriggs said
about 25 children and eight care givers went on an
excursion to visit the Redgum miniature ponies,
which are located in walking distance of the
centre.
“They got to pat them and feed them carrots. It
was really good for the kids, they all enjoyed it,”
she said.
Ms Spriggs said she instructed the children on
how to approach the animals safely prior to the
visit, including holding their hands out for the
ponies to smell and keeping quiet.
She said the children were interested in learning
more about animals.
“We’ll probably follow this on with a visit to the
Wildlife Park or somewhere like that later on in
the year,” she said.
See pictures page 6.

